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Burundi 


Burundi: Repatriated French Workers Say 
‘Normal Conditions’ in Bujumbura 

AB1006211096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The first batch of civilian 
and military cooperation workers repatriated by France 
arrived in Paris from our country today: a total of 
more than 40 people. The repatriation followed France's 
decision to suspend military cooperation and reduce 
civilian cooperation with our country drastically. Here 
are a few reactions from some of these repatriates off the 
plane at a Paris airport this morning at the microphone 
of (Boniface Vignon): 


[Begin recording) (Unidentified French repatriate} | am 
very saddened. Indeed there are alarmists who, every 
day, describe that particular place as a site of killings, 
of barbarity. In fact, w= do not know why the French 
have left. 


{Another French repatriate] In Bujumbura, the town is 
very quiet. Things are going smoothly, under normal 
conditions. Apart from the curfew, everything is normal. 
We do not understand that decision which is beyond 
us. I believe it is rather a political decision rather than 
a decision based on an insecurity which is not really a 
factor. Every time you have people departing for France, 
Burundians are there and they tell us: look, we are not 
chasing you away, come back as soon as possible. This 
touches us deeply, since one can feel that there is no 
aggressiveness on the Burundian side and that they need 
that cooperation, they desire it. [end recording] 


Gabon 


Gabon: Prime Minister Submits Cabinet's 
Resignation 

AB0706213196 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 7 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transiated Excerpt] Gabonese Prime Minister 
Paulin Obame Nguema today submitted the resignation 
of his government to President Omar Bongo, but it is 
not accepted yet. Prime Minister Nguema said on the 
occasion that his government for democracy was pul in 
place for a well-defined mission and for a given period. 
I was to submit the resignation of the government to 
the head of state, Mr. Nguema stated, adding that we 
are reaching another stage of our country’s democratic 
development. By saying so, he was hinting at the 
upcoming local and legislative elections, the dates of 
which have not been fixed. 


The term of office of the present National Assembly 
ended on 20 May. For observers present in Libreville. 
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the Gabonese capital, the resignation of the government 
is part of the normal constituuional process, and the head 
of state is expected to ask Mr. Nguema to remain at 
his post until the election of a new National Assembly. 
[passage omitted] 


Gabon: Oil Minister Explains Country’s 
Withdrawal From OPEC 


ARB1006155696 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
12)5 GMT 10 Jun 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) We go back to Gabon, where 
Paul Toungui, minister of mines, energy, and oil, held 
a news briefing this morning to explain at length the 
reasons for Gabon's withdrawal from OPEC. Let us 
listen to him answer questions from Anastasie Kengue. 


[Begin recording] lToungui] Our withdrawal was moti- 
vated by a number of factors which we expressed at the 
ministerial conference held in Bali in November 1994, 
We felt that the amount of contributions presently being 
requested from our country was too high in relation to 
the weight it carries in the organization and, especially, 
in relation to its oil production. We felt that the mode 
of calculation, which is done on an equal basis for all 
member countries, puts small producers at a disadvan- 
tage. This means that Gabon pays the highest amount 
per barrel produced for the running of the OPEC gen- 
eral secretariat, and we felt that OPEC had to review 
this and institute another mode of calculation based on 
the actual level of production of each country. 


[Kengue}] Gabon has been a member of OPEC since 
1973, why has it waited all this time... 


[Toungui, interrupting) It is a question of historical 
conditions. We felt that the time had come to raise this 
issue. Long before l did, other Gabonese ministers had 
raised it, but they did not go up to this point. Then in 
1992, as you know, Ecuador also raised the issue of 
contribution of small producers to the running of the 
general secretariat, and it left because of that. My only 
fear is that OPEC may belong to the big producers, and 
that all the small producers may leave. 


[Kengue] Precisely, with this withdrawal from OPEC, 
will Gabon not regret its decision when oil prices 
increase again? 


[Toungui] Gabon sells its oil on the international 
markets just like all other producers in the world 
including those of OPEC. So if prices increase, Gabon 
will benefit from it, and if prices drop, it will suffer 
just like anybody else. Gabon will not, therefore, regret 
anything at all. Our being an OPEC member or not does 
not prevent us from selling our oil at international rates. 
That is not possible. You know that with the departure 
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of Gabon, there are now only 11 OPEC members left, 
so how do all the other oil-producing countries sell their 
oil? There is no problem with that. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Rwanda: Army Denies Existence of Armed Group 
Based in Southwest 


EA1006221796 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1115 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) An unknown Rwandan 
movement, the People in Arms to Liberate Rwanda 
[Peuple en Armes Pour Liberer le Rwanda}, Palir, said, 
in a communique dated | June and reported by foreign 
radio stations like RFI that it had opened an internal 
front in Rwanda to fight, | quote, against the occupying 
forces, and also that it had a provisional headquarters 
in Cyangugu. [no end quote as heard] 
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In an interview with Radio Rwanda this morning Army 
spokesman, Major Dr. Emmanuel Ndahiro, said that this 
was baseless. What is true, he admitted, is that there are 
sporadic attacks in areas bordering Zaire and northern 
Burundi. In Major Ndahiro's view, it is easy for these 
assailants to attack from northern Burundi because of 
the insecurity prevailing there. 


He recalled that a meeting between Great Lakes coun- 
tries’ defense ministers had taken place in Burundi, the 
purpose of which was to see how to maintain security 
along the three countries’ borders. The meeting decided 
that the leaders of the three neighboring regions would 
meet frequently to exchange information on security, 
However, the Rwandan Army spokesman noted, one 
could note that Zairian leaders did not attend the meet- 
ings [as heard], hence the fact that the recommendations 
made during the meeting went unheeded. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Somalia Uganda: LRA Denies Seeking Talks With 
. Government 
somalia: Ate tn Nairobt for Talks WHR Envoys, 481006090196 Paris AFP in French 
1549 GMT 8 Jun 96 


EA0706225696 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of Somali Pacification in Somali 1630 GMT 7 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Osman Hassan ‘Ali Ato, the 
chairman of the USC-SNA [United Somali Congress- 
Somali National Alliance), this morning arrived at Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport, Nairobi, Kenya, where 
he was accorded a warm welcome by leaders of Somali 
political organizations, and USC-SNA supporters living 
in Kenya. 


Mr. Ato flew in from Cairo after ending a four-day 
official visit to Egypt where he met Dr. Amr Musa, 
the Egyptian foreign minister, the secretary general 
of the Arab League and Somali nationals and foreign 
diplomats. [passage omitted] 


During his stay in Kenya, Mr. Ato will hold talks with 
diplomats, leaders of Somali political organizations and 
Somali nationals living in the country. 


Uganda 


Uganda: Rebel Joseph Kony Reportedly Agrees To 
Talk to Elders 

EA0806 140996 Kampala THE NEW VISION 

in English 8 Jun 96 pl 


[Article by Pelegrine Otonga: “Kony Rebels Accept 
Talks") 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Lord's Resistance Army 
rebel leader Joseph Kony has agreed to hold peace talks 
with Acholi elders. 


Kony agreed on April 15 in a letter sent to the elders 
and clan leaders [word indistinct], a memorandum to 
Prime Minister Kintu Musoke stated. 


Elders said in the memo they had earlier on April 11 
written to Kony urging him to accept peace talks with 
them. They said they sent Kony a reminder on April 26. 


They told the premier that the return home of former 
rebel leader Priestess Alice Lakwena would facilitate 
efforts to end rebellion in the north. [passage omitted] 
They said the idea of peace talks has now been accepted 
and there should be a ceasefire. 


Kintu Musoke praised efforts by the Acholi elders to 
restore peace to the region. He however said [the] 
government would not relax efforts to protect the 
population. The premier said Kony is not a rebel because 
he has no political agenda, but a terrorist. [passage 
omitted] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Kampala, 8 Jun (AFP) — 
The northern Ugandan Christian fundamentalist and 
rebel Lord's Resistance Army [LRA] today refuted an 
official media article published today and asserting that 
the LRA leader, Joseph Kony, is seeking to open peace 
talks with the government. LRA spokesman Dominic 
Wanyama described as “unfounded, imaginary, and 
misleading” government “propaganda” the article in the 
state daily, THE NEW VISION, stating without further 
explanation that Joseph Kony has written to local chiefs 
asking them to contact government officials on his 
behalf. "It is up to the government to contact us once it 
has made up its mind,” the spokesman said, adding that 
such letters have never existed. [passage omitted] 


Uganda: Museveni—West Nile Bank Front Rebels 
Routed 


EA0806193196 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in English 1700 GMT 8 Jun 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) President Yowern Museveni 
has today addressed a press conference at State House 
Nakasero during which he expounded on the security 
situation in the West Nile region and Acholi area in 
the wake of an ambush on the UPDF [Uganda People's 
Defense Force] by Kony rebels along Gulu-Kitgum road 
on Thursday, 6 June 1996. 


President Museveni said that the Juma Oris bandit group 
{West Nile Bank Front] has always had the backing of 
the Sudan in all their attempts to destabilize Uganda on 
different occasions when they mounted incursions into 
Uganda using West Nile as their flank. He said that on 
all the five occasions, on [the] 14th, 21st, 25th [of] April, 
and the 28th and 30th of May 1996 when the Juma 
Oris bandits with the support of the Sudan attacked 
the UPDF, the bandits together with their backers were 
defeated. He added that the defeat also extended to the 
unarmed political groups in Uganda whose collaboration 
with the bandits aimed at disrupting the elections, 
intimidating voters, and showing Ugandans that there 
will never be peace in the country unless the criminals 
are brought into government. 


President Museveni said that in al! the attacks the Juma 
Oris bandits have launched with the backing of the 
Sudan, the casualties on the bandits have been high in 
terms of the dead and the weapons captured. 


The president told the press conference that the invad- 
ing bandits of Juma Oris have been destroyed in a fun- 


is report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and dissemination) 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 


4 EAST AFRICA 


damental way by the UPDF because on different oc- 
casions when they mounted attacks they have always 
completely been wiped out as a fighting force. He said 
that for example on 25 April this year a group of Juma 
Oris bandits fought with the UPDF at (Nyae) between 
Koboko and Yumbe in Arua. In this encounter the pres- 
ident said 75 rebels were killed, and a large quantity of 
arms and ammunition were captured. 


Mr. Museveni also informed the press that on the 28th 
and 29th of May the Sudanese and Juma Oris group sent 
over 2,000 rebels divided into five groups with the main 
mission of capturing (Keri Hill) after (Uraba). He said 
that the five groups were eventually completely wiped 
out as a fighting force by the UPDF. 


President Museveni reiterated that the UPDF is ready 
to defend Uganda's territorial boundaries. He, however, 
made it clear that the UPDF will not cross Uganda's 
borders but will fight any force that provokes it. 


Turning to the Kony banditry activities President Mu- 
seveni said that the UPDF has already built up capacity 
to deal with Kony’s elusiveness. 
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Uganda: 23 Soldiers Reportedly Killed in Rebel 
Ambush 

EA0706224496 Kampala THE NEW VISION 

in English 7 Jun 96 pl 


[Article by Emmy Allio, Pelegrine Otonga and Billie 
O'Kadamanri: "23 UPDF Killed in Rebel Ambush") 


{FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Twenty-three Uganda Peo- 
ple’s Defense Forces soldiers were killed yesterday 
morning at Cwero, 20 miles on Gulu-Kit gum road, in 
a Kony rebel ambush, Army sources have confirmed. 


Eight other soldiers, including a lieutenant, were injured 
and were rushed to St Mary's Hospital, Lacor, in Gulu 
where they were admitted. The soldiers were travelling 
in two vehicles when they fell into the ambush. 


Prime Miuister Kintu Musoke yesterday visited the 
injured soldiers at Lacor hospital. [passage omitted) 


One of the injured soldiers explained that they were 
being transferred from Bibia to areas in Kitgum District 
when the incident happened. The number of rebel 
casualties could not be ascertained yesterday. (passage 
omitted] 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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South Africa: Outgoing Constitutional Development 
Minister Resigns 


MB1006125596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1251 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Cape Town June 10 SAPA — 
Outgoing Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Devel- 
opment Minister Chris Fismer announced on Monday 
{10 June) that he was quitting active party politics at 
the end of June. 


After serious consideration he had decided to use the 
“natural opportunity” of the National Party [NP] leaving 
the Government of National Unity to make a change in 
his career, he said in a statement. 


He would return to being a legal practitioner. He also 
intended using opportunities outside party politics to 
“be of service in matters that can assist to ensure and 
strengthen the success of the new South Africa”. 


He wished the National Party well in the realisation of 
its vision and mission “that can lead to a much-needed 
multi-party democracy in South Africa”. 


He expressed his appreciation to NP leader Deputy 
President F W de Klerk, President Nelson Mandela 


and all his Cabinet colleagues “with whom I had the 
privilege to serve”. 
— Fismer was first elected to Parliament in 1987. 


South African Press Review for 7 Jun 
MBO0706 | 40496 


(FBIS Report] 
THE STAR 


ANC ‘Cover-Up’ on AIDS-Awareness Play Issue — 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 7 June in a 
page-12 editorial comments on the Sarafina II AIDS- 
awareness play funded by the Department of Health 
and approved by Health Minister Nkosazana Zuma, 
saying “after much blustering and indignation, the ruling 
party has agreed that mistakes were made regarding 
administrative procedures and financial controls. It did 
not, however, concede that the nation was lied to or 
admit that accountability cannot be shed at will.” The 
“ANC’s handling of the Sarafina issue smacked of a 
cover-up. It was, in a word, ‘pathetic’. But one of 
the lessons — even if slowly learnt — should be 
that criticism cannot be denied because the party feels 
uncomfortable.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Government Sacrificing Principle on ‘Altar of Soli- 
darity’ — “On the day our foreign minister makes a 
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grand gesture towards the ideal of consultation — in 
the process conceding that out government has done a 
U-turn on Nigeria — the wife of that country’s impnis- 
oned president-elect, Chief Abiola, is shot dead in La- 
gos,” notes a page-28 editorial in Johannesburg MAIL 
& GUARDIAN in English for 7-13 June. "If we had 
stayed on course with our original approach to Nigeria 
we would be proud of our stand this week. As it is, 
we are once again wiping egg off our collective face.” 
MAIL & GUARDIAN believes it "needs to be appreci- 
ated by the government thai it is not expected to reform 
the world, or Africa, or, even Nigeria.” There are some 
aspects of the country’s foreign policy in which the 
country can take “pride” such as its “support of Cuba.” 
“But the reverse side of the coin is Libya.” "The choices 
we face on the diplomatic front can be difficult. They 
will be that much more difficult if we sacrifice principle 
on the altar of solidarity.” 


NEW NATION 


Call tor ‘Disciplinary Measures’ Against Health Min- 
ister — The ANC's apology for its role in the Sara- 
fina II AIDS-awareness play is welcome but “it does 
not mean that it has done enough to redress the wrong 
for which Health Minister Nkosazana Zuma and her 
Director-General, Olive Shisana, must accept full re- 
sponsibility for,” points out a page-10 editorial in Jo- 
hannesburg NEW NATION in English on 7 June. “The 
ANC has not, as it claims, sent out a clear message that 
it does not tolerate mismanagement.” “It is not enough 
to regret the mismanagement of public funds. As is com- 
mon in any sector of society, mismanagement demands 
more than just an admission of guilt. Disciplinary mea- 
sures remain a central feature of any corrective action.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Public Protector Restraint on ANC Abuse of Power — 
Public Protector Selby Baqwa “has emerged as a po- 
tentially powerful restraint on the abuse of majoritarian 
power by the ANC in government,” notes a page-8 edi- 
torial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 7 
June. His report on the Sarafina II “fiasco” highlights the 
“lamentable performance of Health Minister Nkosazana 
Zuma and her director-general, Olive Shisana, but fails 
to recommend action against them.” “Zuma has kept 
her job, but Baqwa’s report has severely embarrassed 
the government. She and other ANC ministers will pro- 
ceed more carefully in future.” 


South African Press Review for 9 Jun 
MB0906 164796 


(FBIS Report] 
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SUNDAY TIMES South African Press Review for 10 Jun 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES if Ei.giish on 9 June in -B/006/24296 

a page-26 editorial comments on Police Commissioner —_[FBIS Report) 

George Fivaz's new anti-crime plan, which is to go 

before Parliament this week. The editorial calls it THE STAR 


“another important step along the road to normalising 
the relationship between the security forces and the 
public.” It says it is the first time the head of the police 
service will be able to be held accountable to elected 
Officials for his actions. 


The editorial, however, notes that “the plan is in danger 
of becoming yet another government wishlist, long on 
ideas but short of actual substance.” It says that the 13 
priority areas identified by Commissioner Fivaz outline 
the enormous task facing the police, but that “they 
should not obscure the most important challenge— 
establishing in the minds of criminals the certainty that 
crime leads io punishment." 


The editorial also notes the comments of Detective 
Chief Commissioner Wouter Grove, who testified before 
Parliament this week, that “the average South African 
detective dealt with more murder cases in a year than 
his British counterpart handled in a lifetime.” Equally 
alarming, it says, was his statement that on!y 26 percent 
of detectives were trained. 


It concludes that “until Commissioner Fivaz can get his 
police service to solve crimes, the best laid plans will 
remain pie in the sky.” 


RAPPORT 


ANC Amnesty Application Causing Party Headaches — 
The obligation that legislation has placed on the Truth 
Commission to have the ANC leadership apply for 
amnesty as individuals, is “apparently causing the ANC 
headaches,” notes a second editorial on page 20 in Jo- 
hannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 9 June. This is 
in response to Defense Minister Joe Modise’s applica- 
tion for amnesty, in which he contended that his appli- 


in which y accepted bene 
iy ap coma” — ts @o einer. Go ANC 
leadership's “obvious unwillingness to openly apply for 
amnesty individually, is casting serious doubts on the 
Organization's intentions with the Truth Commission." 
For the ANC, time has come for it “to stop sidestepping 


legislation, even though the latter is largely its own cre- 
ation.” 


Country's Long-Term Prospects — Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 10 June in a page-12 editorial 
comments on the Washington-based Institute of Inter- 
national Finance's prediction that South Africa's long- 
term prospects are “‘terrible’ at best, ‘impossible’ at 
worst.” However, THE STAR believes the Institute 
"seems to have overlooked factors that render its diag- 
nosis suspect. It fails, for example, to recognise the abil- 
ity of the informal sector to generate jobs which don't 
feature in the official statistics.” "Admittedly, it is a situ- 
ation which needs to be substantially improved through 
vigorous economic growth. Nevertheless, i! works af- 
ter a fashion and tends to offset, at least to a degree, 
the gloomy and jaundiced prediction of the institute in 
question.” 


SOWETAN 


Corruption Probe — “It is wrong" for the ANC to 
threaten to haul Deputy Environme: tal Affairs Minister 
Bantu Holomisa before 2 disciplinary committee for 
repeating allegations that Public Enterprises Minister 
Stella Sigcau “received a R50,000 [rands} kickback 
when she was a Transkei cabinet minister,” declares 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 10 June in 
a page-8 editorial. “Holomisa should be commended, 
and not condemned, for telling the truth. Corruption in 
the Transkei was rife at the time and it was common 
knowledge in the bantustan that people in positions 
of power insisted on ‘sweets’ that helped them make 
profitable decisions.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Police Services Face Money Crisis — The “crisis” 
Police Commissioner George Fivaz warned about that 
the police service is facing, is “about money,” states 
a page-8 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 10 June. “South Africa will have to 
decide soon how much it wants to spend in the war 
against crime, and where the money is to come from." 
“The current reality is that Fivaz is not allowed to 
hire any policemen, even though he is losing staff 
at the rate of 300 a month. And this is despite the 
announcement two months ago of R1.6bn for police 
pay improvements, with some constables in line for 
40 percent increases.” Therefore, “unless Fivaz already 
has government's assurance of a vastly increased budget 
next year, he cannot present the new police plan as the 
long-awaited answer to rising criminality.” 
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THE CITIZEN 


NZO ‘Not Competent’ To Handle Foreign Affairs — 
According to the page-6 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 6 June, Foreign Minister Al- 
fred Nzo told the National Assembly's Foreign Affairs 
Committee this wevk that "South Africa had lacked 
out from its hard-line stance against Nigeria after its 
Organisation of African Unity allies accused it of act- 
ing against African norms and solidarity. South Afric: 
had been the only African country to demand penalties 
against Nigerian dictator General Sani Abacha’s gov- 
ernment accused of human rights violations, he said.” It 
was a “sorry admi.sion” for Nzo to have to make that 
he was “‘forced to make a statement’ in the OAU that 
South Africa was committed to African solidarity and 
that it would remain in the fold." THE CITIZEN warns 
Mr. Nzo and the government “that while South Africa 
was put in its place by the OAU in the case of Nigeria, 
the reaction of the United States and the other Western 
countries to its policy of friendship with Cuba, Libya 
and Iran will cause South Africa far more damage, both 
in the way in which the West regards us and the re- 
sponses of overseas investors. Nigeria demonstrated that 
Mr Nzo is not competent to handle our foreign affairs. 
His policy is a disaster.” 


South African Press Review for 11 Jun 
MB! 106123496 


(FBIS Report) 
SOWETAN 


Police Plans To Curb Crime — Announcements by 
police of plans to curb crime “have become so routine 
that it is dubious whether the latest plan will be 
effective,” states a page-12 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 11 June. The police “should 
not make grandiose announcements about plans like 
these because they are warning criminals about where 
the heat is about to be applied.” The latest crime prevent 
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plan is “controversial” because it is “reverting to the old- 
style demand for identity documents” and will “cause 
more upset to decent citizens than it will curb crime.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Need for Decisive Economic Measures — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 11 June in a page-12 
editorial says investors are expecting to hear announced 
“very soon a decisive set of measures” on the govern- 
ment’s macro-economic policy package scheduled to be 
considered by the Cabinet on 12 June. "A curiosity at 
this stage is whether the ANC has expended sufficient 
effort" to bring on board its allies the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions, and the South African Commu- 
nist Party, “whether they will be presented with a fait 
accompli and accept it after pleas to act in the broader 
national interest, or react sufficiently angrily to put the 
package's implementation in jeopardy.” “The ANC gov- 
ernment stands on tie banks of a Rubicon no less than 
did its predecessor back in 1985. The latter's fatc stands, 
in a Curious way, as a warning in 1996.” 


CITY PRESS 


Criticism of ANC Protection of Members ‘At All Costs’ 
— Commenting on the Health Minister Nkosazana 
Zuma's involvement in allocating funds to the AIDS- 
awareness play Sarafina Il, Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English on 9 June in a page-16 editorial, saying 
Zuma's department “did not follow certain procedures 
for acquiring tenders. She did not even fully inform the 
European Union — funders of the AIDS programme 
in South Africa — as to how the money was spent.” 
CITY PRESS believes it should be the ANC who should 
“stand accused. While we appreciate its openness and 
transparency, we disagree with its style of putting party 
interests above those of the country. Its tendency to 
protect its members at all cost — sometimes before it 
even gets all sides of the story, as was the case with 
Zuma — could backfire terribly one day.” 


I report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination! 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 


4 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Angola 
Angola: Guamen Wound 3 in UK NGO Car 
MB1166071296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2131 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Kuito June 10 SAPA — 
Gunmen on Sunday [9 June) shot at a car belonging 
to British non-governmental organization [NGO] Halo 
Trust, wounding three people, the Angolan news agency 
Angop reported on Monday [10 June). 


The shooting occurred between Bela Vista and Vila 
Nova in the central highland Huambo province. The 
driver and a translator were admitted to the Huambo 
Ceniral Hospital with serious wounds. 


Halo Trust has been working on demining operations in 
Kuito siace 1994, clearing 22,000 mines and explosives 
by last April as part of a European Union financed 


operation. 
Angola: UNITA Forces Reportedly Crossing Into 
Nanibia To Steal Food 


MB1006205796 Windhoek Namibian Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 
2000 GMT 10 Jun 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] soldiers are report- 
edly crossing into Namibia at night to steal mahango 
{as heard) and sorghum crops at the Omega Resettle- 
ment Center in western Caprivi. The Namibian Defense 
Force [NDF] has been requested to put up a base in the 
area. 


Seventeen farmers who met over the weekend to dis- 
cuss the problem say uniformed UNITA soldiers were 
spotted in their fields, but they could not act for fear 
of being abducted. The farmers feel the presence of the 
NDF could help deter such incidents. The commanding 
officer of the First Battalion at Rundu, Colonel Thomas 
Shuya, said farmers would channel their request through 
the regional NDF office. 


Angola: Repatriation of Refugees in Zambia 
Planned for Aug/Sep 

MB1106070596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2135 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Luanda June 10 SAPA — The 
repatriation of 100,000 Angolan refugees in Zambia, 
scheduled for June, will only take place by August or 
September, Social Welfare Minister Albino Malungo 
disclosed on Monday [10 June]. 


The minister said shelter conditions for the refugees had 
not been met yet, mainly due to a lack of free flow of 
people and goods. Another reason was the unfinished 
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process of troops demobilisation and the demining of 
voads, the Angolan news agency Angop reported him 
saying. 


"This is the reason why we prefer to speed up the 
whole process during this quarter and then start the 
repatriation,” the minister said. Three-hundred-and- 1 | - 
thousand Angolan refugees in Zambia, Namibia, Zaire 
and the Congo will be repatriated in an 18-month 
operation costing U.S.44 million (dollars). 


Botswana 


Botswana: Diplomatic Relations With Kuwait 
Established 


MB1106065896 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 0510 GMT 11 Jun 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Botswana and Kuwait yester- 
day established diplomatic relations at the ambassado- 
rial level. The news released from the Department of 
Foreign Affairs says the circumstances decided to fur- 
ther develop and strengthen their friendship in accor- 
dance with the principles of the United Nations and the 
Vienna Convention on diplomatic relations. 


Madagascar 


Madagascar: Opposition Leader Reacts to Cabinet 
Formation 


AB0606225196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 6 Jun 96 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program hosted by Martine 
Dennis] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} There is finally a new govern- 
ment in Madagascar but hopes that it will bring together 
the country’s disunited political factions appear to have 
been dashed. Yesterday, Prime Minister Norbert Ratsir- 
ahonana came up with a list of ministers but President 
Zafy rejected it. Only late last night did the prime min- 
ister come out with something the president found ac- 
ceptable, but the opposition is not happy. On the line 
to Antananarivo, Richard Rawlings spoke to the leader 
of (SENILO) [expansion unknown], that is one of the 
largest opposition parties, (Arizo Rasasemahalayo), and 
asked him what he objected to: 


[Begin recording] [(Rasasemahalayo)] The genera: sen- 
timent is one of disappointment because the new gov- 
ernment reflects even more the presence of the pres- 
ideat’s party when everybody had thought that by ap- 
pointing the prime minister, the president was w'lling to 
open up the government and to strike a more — | would 
Say — meaningful balance between different groups, 


pk ob hee nef pe Copying and dissemination 
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and the new prime minister just tried that, and he sub- 
mitted his list to the president yesterday. The president 
at the las’ minute refused and imposed on the prime 
minister many of his own people, including those were 
already in the disavowed government. 


(Rawlings) How do you know that President Albert Zafy 
has brought pressure to bear on the prime minister? You 
are saying this but how do you know that the prime 
minister makes his own decision? 


{(Rasasemahalayo)} Yes, because we are in touch with 
the people around the prinie minister and the official... 
{(Rasasemahalayo) pauses} the national radio at yester- 
day’s 7 PM news, you know, broadcast that there was a 
Clash between the prime minister and the president, and 
that there were rumors that the prime minister might 
even be asked to resign. 


{Rawlings} He did have some opposition ministers ir 
his government. (?Is it because) you are not represented 
at all? 


{(Rasasemahalayo)}] No, I am not saying that the oppo- 
sition had joined, but I am sayitig that out of 25 min- 
isters, there are four or five from the opposition, and 
about 18 or 17 are from the president's party, are close 
to the president's party. The new government of the 
prime minister was supposed to have changed that sit- 
uation and in fact, it is worse; it is a trap, as far as we 
are concerned. That is vy we did not join. We were 
asked to join. Now, out of one position, we just refused 
that at the last minute, knowing how things would turn 
out. 


{Rawlings} [Words indistinct) done much better to 
excite the other opposition in the government to have 


resigning in Madagascar’s history, just because | found 
Out that there was n) way that we could achieve what 
we thought would be needed, so we better.... [pauses] 
We thought it would be better for us to pull out. This 
it is not with one position and which does not 
anything to do with finance or economy that we 
would be able. . [pauses] You know, 15 or 18 people 
who sing the same song of the other side that we would 
be able to be efficient. So, we would rather, from the 
outside, push and explain to the public what the whole 
thing is up to, and take it from there. [end recording} 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 9 


Zambia 


Zambia: Police Defuse Alleged ‘Black Mamba’ 
Bomb at School 


MB1006170096 Lusaka Zambic National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1600 GMT 10 Jun 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The shadowy Biak Mamba 
struck again, this time targeting a primary school in 
Mufulira where, fortunately, bomb disposal experts 
managed to defuse the device without anyone being 
hurt. Early morning school children passing by noticed 
a Strange looking object near the brick wall of Mutundu 
Primary School deep within the densely populated 
Kamuchanga township. One eyewitness said the report 
was made to the head of the school who immediately 
alerted the police. 


Bomb disposal experts were called in and, after evac- 
uating pupils and staff, defused the bomb, which went 
off with a loud bang. Bomb experts combed the entire 
school to ensure there were no more bombs. 


Zambia: Minister on 6 Jun Lusaka Airport Bomb 
Blast 


MBO0706191896 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 7 Jun 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been another bomb 
blast in the Zambian capital, Lusaka. If follows a 
spate of recent explosions over the last few weeks. 
One exploded near the presidential palace, another 
at THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA's newspaper offices, 
and another one a busy shopping street. The previous 
attacks have been linked to Black Mamba, a ‘ather 
shadowy organization said to be against the recent 
constitutional amendments that effectively bar former 
President Kenneth Kaunda from running for office. On 
the line to Lusaka, Joan Tall asked [BBC correspondent) 
Jowie Mwiinga what had happened in this latest attack. 


{Begin recording] [Mwiinga] According to police, what 
happened is, last night, they receive a phone call, 
anonymous phone call, that there was a bomb at the 
International Airport and they sent two experts there, 
and just when they were going to defuse it, it exploded. 
One of the officers died on the spot and the other one 
was injured slightly on the face. 


[Tall] Is there any idea who acwally planted the bomb? 


([Mwiinga] No, this call was anonymous. Sometimes 
when they receive these calls, the caller says it is from 
the Bls mm Organization. This time apparently 
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nobody claimed responsibility. This is the most serious 
bomb so far, because, first of all, somebody died in 
the explosion and a second person was injured, and 
secondly, the damage in the building was more severe 
than has been the case in the past few explosions. 


(Tall} And so there is a suggestion, though, that the 
Black Mamba group may be responsible? 


[Mwiinga] Well, yes, I think we have reached a point 
now where anything that does happen that is criminal 
or terrorist in nature, everybody automatically thinks it 
is linked tc the Black Mamba. 


[Tall] This is clearly an escalation. Are people worried 
about what might happen next? 


(Mwiing] I think people are beginning to get a little bit 
‘oncerned now. Up to now everybody thought the Black 
Mamba thing was just a joke, you know, somebody 
trying to scare people for political reasons and stuff like 
that, but after a person actually died last night, I think 
people are beginning to think this threat is real. But, 
you know, they are not too sure what Black Mamba is. 
Some people think it is a government creation as has 
been alleged by the opposition, other people think it is 
actually an opposition thing. So, whereas nobody doubts 
that the Black Mamba does exist, I mean, as is evident 
from the explosions, nobody really knows what it is. 
{end recording) 


It seems that the police, at least, are clear about what 
the Black Mamba organization is. A number of arrests 
have been made in connection with the previous attacks 
and eight prominent politicians from Kenneth Kaunda’s 
UNIP [United National Independence Party] Party have 
been charged with treason for links with the Black 
Mamba group. Amusa Mwanamwambwa is Zambia's 
information minister. Joan Tall asked him what he made 
of the latest attack. 


(Begin recording) [Mwanamwambwa] Even this one 
will eventually be linked to the Black Mamba organ- 
ization. I know they have not yet come out in support 
of what they have done at the International Airport in 
Lusaka, but we are in no doubt that what they are doing 
is a continuation of their terrorist activities which they 
Started about a couple of weeks ago. 


[Tall} How do you know that though? You seem very 
Certain. 


(Mwanamwambwa)] The pattern is the same, to instill 
fear among the people of Zambia. 


{Tall} Who would you say that these Black Mamba 
people ere? 
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[Mwanamwambwa] The Black Mamba people are a 
minority supported by one of our political parties here 
in Zambia. 

{Tall} Do you mean UNIP or Kenneth Kaunda? 
[Mwanamwambwa] Yes. 


{Tall} Now, it has been said in some quarters that 
actually Black Mamba doesn’t really exist in any kind 
of organization at all, that it is somehow a figment of 
the government's imagination or that the government is 
actually behind it because they want to discredit UNIP 
—is there any truth in that? 


{Mwanamwambwa] The Black Mamba shouldn't exist. 
There is no need for the Black Mamba to exist, but 
quite obviously, a few individuals decided to set up 
this clandestine Black Mamba organization because they 
have a political agenda and they want to destabilize 
Zambia. And I can assure you that this minority group 
of terror will not get away with their murderous acts 
because they are being rounded up and will be rounded 
up and brought to book. 


[Tall] Now, isn’t there some credence in the notion that 
you may be trying to discredit UNIP with kind of, you 
know, pumping up this whole idea of Black Mamba? 
Because you are already doing quite a lot to try to 
make sure that Kenneth Kaunda doesn’t take part 
these elections. Is that because you are frightened « 
him winning? 


(Mwanamwambwa] There is nothing like that. MMD 
[Movement for Multiparty Democracy] or the govern- 
ment at the moment is néver frightened of a tired old 
man, a very scared old man. We are not fearful of the 
tired old man and there is no connection to what hap- 
pened here with the allegations you are making. 


[Tall] But if Kenneth Kaunda is jusi a tired old man and 
you have nothing to fear, why have you brought in this 
constitution which just seems to a lot f people to be a 
way of excluding him. 


[Mwanamwambwa] We are talking of democracy here 
and you claim to be the architects of democracy. 
Democracy is something to do with the wish and the 
will of the people and they express this through their 
elected members of Parliament. If the people of Zambia 
say we do not want one person to hold office indefinitely 
because he is retarding the socioeconomic development 
of Zambia and that such person should not be allowed to 
continue, who are we to stand in the way of the people 
of Zambia? 


[Tall] If this carries on, if there are more »ombs, more 
asrests, will you think about banning opposition parties? 


— —— 
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(Mwanamwambwa] | am not saying that. We have a 
duty here in Zambia to protect innocent lives. We have 
a duty here in Zambia and elsewhere, even in your case, 
to protect the people of Zambia and all we can do at the 
moment is to warn those who are involved to desist from 
their murderous acts because if they don't, then further 
action will be taken against them. [end recording) 


Zambia: Chiluba Rules Out National Unity 
Government 


MB! 106080496 (Internet) Zambia Today in English 
10 Jun 96 


(Item originally published by ZANA on 7 June: "UNZA 
Stu ats in Solidarity March"] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The Zambian Government has 
condemned the bombing of Lusaka International Air- 
port by suspected ‘Black Mamba’ organization as a 
cowardly act which could not justify anything in the 
political arena at the moment. The President, Mr. Fred- 
erick Chiluba, said this today when he met hundreds of 
University of Zambia students who marched from their 
campus on Great East Road Campus to State House to 
declare their solidarity with the people of Zambia over 
the recently amended Constitution. Addressing hundreds 
of students, Mr. Chiluba explained that the terror organ- 
ization calling itself the ‘Blac. Mamba’ organization 
could never be the work of government because there 
was no government in the world which can harm it- 
self. He attributed the organization to opposition ranks, 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 1 


whom he said were violently opposed to the amend- 
ment of the Republican Constitution as it will deprive 
some politicians of the right to rule again. He scoffed at 
suggestions by opposition leader, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, 
that ‘Black Mamba’ was an MMD (Movement for Mul- 
tiparty Democracy] creation. He also dismissed sugges- 
tions that Zambia should for the time be ruled by a 
Government of National Unity saying such a situation 
did not arise because the present government was man- 
dated by the majority of the people to direct affairs of 
state for at least five years before its position could be 
determined by a general election. 


Government, Mr. Chiluba declared, was determined 
to stick by the amended Constitution "no matter how 
many times bombs will go off in Lusaka. That will not 
scare us but will instead unite the people of Zambia in 
their resolve to see the just Constitution upheld,” Mr. 
Chiluba declared. At the State House meeting, student 
leader Henry Kalikyama disclosed that opposition UNIP 
[United National Independence Party) had last night 
given out a sum of 2 million kwacha to some students 
so that they could create confusion at the campus and 
disrupt the planned solidarity march with government. 
One other student leader, Victor Tembo was beaten by 
a group of students tunded by this money and in the 
ensuing rumpus University of Zambia Students Union 
President Emmanuel Tembo ended up being picked by 
police who descended on the Great East Road campus 
to restore law and order. 
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Ghana 
Ghana: EGLE Party Urges Arkaah To Resign 
From Office by 14 Jun 
AB1006184996 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The National Democratic Con- 
gress [NDC] has congratulated Vice President Kow 
Arkaah, on his election as the flag bearer of the People’s 
Convention Party [NPP]. Speaking to the GBC in Ac- 
cra, the press secretary, Mr. Vincent Assiseh, hoped Mr. 
Arkaah would now find the need to resolve the politi- 
cal contradiction that his continued stay in office could 
cause the nation. Mr. Assiseh said the NDC will not 
prevail on the vice president to resign, but it feels he is 
old enough to realize the unprecedented constitutional 
situation he has created. He said Mr. Arkaah’s election 
does not pose a threat to the NDC, but sees it as a liabil- 
ity to the opposition, since he has shown that he lacks 
integrity and responsibility. The press secretary there- 
fore questioned how such a person could manage an al- 
liance of opposition forces. Mr. Assiseh explained that 
the drama at the PCP [People’s Convention Party] con- 
gress in Kumasi vindicates those who have been calling 
on the vice president to resign. 


In a statement issued in Accra today, the EGLE [Ev- 
ery Ghanaian Living Everywhere) Party said by con- 
testing and accepting the presidential nomination of the 
PCP, an organization whose aim is to challenge the gov- 
ernment of the Progressive Alliance in the forthcoming 
general elections, Vice President Arkaah has thrown the 
country’s new democracy into international ridicule and 
confusion. The statement said such unprincipled acts by 
selfish politicians can only cause havoc and confusion 
in a country with an infant democracy. The party said 
the conflict of interests in Mr. Arkaah’s case is clear and 
that the least decent [as heard] thing under the present 
circumstance is for him tc resign. It said the party would 
advise itself if Mr. Arkaah remains at post by Friday, 
the 14th of this month. 


Ghana: Other Countries Called On To Host 
Liberian Refugees 

AB1096183196 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

1300 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(Commentary by Ray Ankoma] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ghana unwillingly bowed to 
international pressure last month and received some 
2,000 Liberian refugees aboard the rusty Nigerian 
freighter, the Bulk Challenge. whose lives were in real 
danger from thirst, hunger, and sickness as they were 
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refused entry into neighboring ports along the west 
African coast. Some countries claim that there were 
armed bands or militias among the refugees and could 
therefore not accept them. This was in spite of the fact 
that the refugees had run out of food and water and thal 
the ship was in danger of sinking due to its deteriorating 
State. 


When Ghana eventually accepted the refugees on hu- 
manitarian grounds, the nation’s proverbial hospitality 
was not lost on the desperate Liberians, some of whom 
had even resorted to violence to compel the ship to dock 
at the Takoradi harbor. So it happened that the refugees, 
the second significant batch to be hosted by Ghana, were 
offered a second home at Esipo near Takoradi. Budum- 
buram in the central region has been the main camp for 
Liberia’s first group of refugees arriving in Ghana. 


Last Thursday [6 June], the United States again alerted 
west African nations about the imminent arrival of 
a group of another vessel, Zolotitsa, crammed with 
Liberian refugees in their waters. Again, it was said that 
the about 368 refugees, who had spent some 10 days on 
the high seas, lacked food, water, and medicine, while 
the vessel was facing mechanical troubles. 


Togolese authorities, it was alleged, gave the refugees 
food and water, but ordered the ship back to sea. 
The U.S. therefore pleaded with Nigeria and Benin to 
accept the refugees, but this apparently was refused, 
until they headed for Ghana which chairs the ECOWAS 
[Economic Community of West African States). 


According Mohamed Ibn Chambas, deputy minister of 
foreign affairs, Ghana was not prepared to accept the 
refugees because she had not been approached about 
the issue. He even warned that the captain of the ship 
risked prosecution if he dared sail into Ghanaian waters 
without authorization. The fate of the Liberian refugees 
is not yet known at the time of this write up, but it 
is significant to note that west African countries are 
showing significant signs of war fatigue in Liberia. 


ECOWAS nations have felt very bad about the recalci- 
trance of Liberian faction leaders, whose failure to abide 
by the Abuja Accord, has brought about the present 
refugee influx into the region, but it also tells us that 
we cannot remain unconcerned about developments in 
Liberia. Rather than abandon them to their fate, every 
attempt must be made to rescue the Liberians on the 
high seas, but this time other countries must also be pre- 
pared to host the Liberians. Ghana has given enough of 
that hospitality that is common to all other west African 
States. 
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Liberia 


Liberia: Renewed Fighting Between NPFL, LPC 
Factions 


AB1006185296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(From the “African News" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Reports from Liberia say fight- 
ing between armed factions has worsened considerably 
in the country's regions. Refugees from the west of the 
4———s— 
into clashes between rival branches of 
= ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia) faction. There is also fighting in the 
east between the National Patriotic Front and the Krahn 
dominated Liberia Peace Council. 


The reports come as a west African peace delegation is 
reporting progress in consolidating a two-week cease- 
fire in the capital Monrovia. The BBC west Africa cor- 
respondent says the new unrest threatens to undermine 
west African efforts to reestablish Monrovia's status as 
a safe haven. 


Liberta: ‘Thousands’ of Fleeing Refugees Arrive in 
Moarovia 

AB1006200196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Peace is getting farther and 
farther away from Liberia with the passing of each day. 
Thousands of civilians, fleecing new waves of bloody 
Clashes between rival factions in the west of the country, 
are trooping into Monrovia, the capital which has since 
a long time, become the home of looting and banditry. 
Lucien Mpoumbou has the details. 


[Begin Mpoumbou recording) The clashes that broke 
out in the west of the country two weeks ago erupted 


between the Mandingo and Krahn factions of the United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia. As a 
result of this, the inhabitants of towns and villages in the 
Cape Mouat Province were forced to flee their homes 


of food and drugs in the country. 


seemed to have returned to following 
of fighting, insecurity continues to reign 
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due to the carrying out of all types of acts of violence 
there. [end recording) 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: Serving Ministers Banned From Politics 
for 5 Years 


AB1006214196 Paris AFP in French 
2038 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Lagos, 10 Jun (AFP) — All 
the current ministers serving in General Sani Abacha's 
regime as well as high-ranking Nigerian Government 
Officials will be banned from political activities for five 
years beginning | October 1998, the date slated for the 
handing over of power to civilians by the military junta. 
This measure is aimed at making the transition smooth, 
credible, and impartial, according to Information and 
Culture Minister Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, quoted by the 
official News Agency of Nigeria [NAN]. 


“All ministers serving in this government will be banned 
from politics until at least the Year 2003 in order 
to avoid any partiality,” the minister pointed out to 
reporters at Amaigbo, Imo State. Mr. Ofonagoro was 
himself an active politician before he was appointed as 
minister of information. At the end of last year, Gen. 
Sani Abacha told ministers with political ambitions to 
resign from his government. 


Seven years ago, General Ibrahim Babangida's regime 
had banned former holders of ministerial positions from 
Nigeria's independence in 1960, including former héads 
of state, from political activities. This ban was later 
lifted by the same regime under pressure from the 
political class. 


Nigeria: Government Warns Against Actions 
Against Transition Program 

AB1006185796 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
warned that security agents will deal decisively with 
any person whose pronouncements or actions tend to 
threaten the transition program. Reacting to foreign 
news report announcing that the Federal Government 
is behind the formation of a political association in 
Maiduguri, the minister for special duties, Alhaji Wada 
Nas, remarked that it is false and mischievous. 


He maintained that the Abacha government will never 
support any political association or participate in par- 
tisan politics. In an interview with foreign media last 
Saturday (8 June}, a businessman, Alhaji Bukari Man- 
dara, stated that his political association will invite the 
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head of state, General Sani Abacha, to join and con- 
test election for presidency in 1998, Alhaji Wada Nas 
asked Nigerians to ignore Alhaji Bukari Mandara’s mis- 
chievous statement and dubious intention, which is to 
derail the transition program. 


Senegal 


Senegal: Opposition Accuses PS of Manipulating 
Voters’ Register 

AB1006184196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 10 Jun 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Just a few months to the forth- 
coming November local elections in Senegal, after the 
idea of establishing an independent electoral commis- 
sion, which has not yet been approved by the public 
authority, it is now the revision of the voters’ regis- 
ter which has come to divide the political class. From 
Dakar Abdoulaye Thiam files this report. 


(Begin Thiam recording) While the two major political 
parties, the Socialist Party [PS] and the Senegalese 
Democratic Party [PDS] have begun their electoral 
campaign which is punctuated with meetings and the 
movement of defectors from one party's camp to the 
other, the PS is literally being accused by the opposition 
of carrying out fraudulent practices by manipulating 
the names on the voters’ register. For the opposition 
political parties, the revision of the voters’ register was 
full of irregularities. According to them, the operation 
is marked by arbitrary removal from the register of 
the names of opposition supporters and officials and 
activists of the PS capable of voting against the party. 
The accusation was immediately denied by President 
Diouf's comrades who only see in these allegations new 


dilatory maneuvers by the opposition. 


Talking about the irregularities which they discovered 
during the revision of the voters’ register which ended 
on 31 May, PDS activists asked that independent foreign 
Organizations such as the Study and Research Group 
on Democracy, Economic, and Social Development in 
Africa or the (words indistinct] to clean the voters’ reg- 
isters which are no longer reliable due to the consistently 
massive frauds made on them by abusively adding and 
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removing names form it. Will this problem of fraud on 
the revision of the voters’ register certainly not heighten 
tension between socialists and liberals in the broad- 
based majority government? Let us simply hope that on 
both sides, the various protagonists will avoid transfer- 
ring this electoral battle to the level of the government 
— something which could affect the life of the country. 
{end recording} 


Already, there is a reaction to this state of events, It 
comes from Jean-Paul Diaz, first secretary of the party, 
the Block of Citizens. According to him, there is no 
doubt that fraud is being prepared intensively. Let us 
listen to Jean-Paul Diaz speak to Abdoulaye Thiam. 


{Begin Diaz recording] The fraud continues, but what 
is most serious is that the removal of names from the 
register has increased, especially over the past three 
months in Dakar. Other types of fraud are also going 
on. For example, the transfer of people from their 
areas; for example, in Dakar, people who do not live 
in Dakar will be brought to Dakar to vote on voting 
day. These are the actions of the ruling PS and we have 
denounced these. In fact, the PS has said that it would 
do everything possible to conquer Dakar — by saying, 
doing everything possible, means even using irregular 
means, including fraud. 


{Thiam} How can the PS benefit from these allegations 
because the elections are slated for November? 


[Diaz] The chairmen of the commission belong to the 
PS and are appointed by the administration. They are 
members of the PS. These people take the registers, 
look at the names and remove the names of people who 
do not seem to be able to vote for the PS. Now, once 
the people have their names removed from the voters’ 
register, practically, they can no longer vote, because 
after that, they have to go to the judge to obtain permits 
but already, people are not all that ready to have their 
names written again and they drop everything. The PS 
is Capitalizes on this — that is to say it tries to remove 
from the voters’ register the names of the maximum 
number of people who it thinks will not be able to vote 
for it with the hope that the others who can vote for it 
would be on the voters’ register. [end recording] 
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